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Huygens’ Five Problems on Probability

XU Chuan-sheng1,2, QU An-jing2

(1. Department of Mathematics, Linyi Teachers’ College, Shandong 276001, China;
2. Centre for the History of Mathematics and Sciences, Northwest University, Shaanxi 710069, China )

Abstract: Huygens has put forward five problems in his book, but without solution. These problems
can be regarded as both resolving practice questions and prolongation of the propositions in his book. He
advanced the probability questions to generalization, which laid the foundation for further development.
This paper attempts to testify these problems by the Huygens’ method and compare them modern
methods.

Key words: probability; huygens; recursion; expectation; dice.


